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SPLENDID PROGRESS IN CHATTANOOGA 


On February 15, 1953, Central Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., Rev. R. W. Cousar, D.D., 
Pastor, dedicated its new Educational Building, with appropriate exercises conducted by Robert W. Cousar, 
Jr., son of the Pastor. Addresses were made by Raymond Craig, Chairman of the Board of Deacons, Mark 
K. Wilson, Jr., Clerk of Session, and Charles West, Jr., Superintendent of the Sunday School. 

The building is of latest type in architectural beauty and practical service in the Sunday School and other 
educational work of a well-balanced church plant. One gratifying feature of the incident was that although 
erected and equipped at an approximate cost of $150,000.00, the building was dedicated entirely free of 
debt—a fruitage of “Faith and Works.” 
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Savannah, Ga., Feb. 28, 53. 
Dear Editor: 


We note in the issue of February 18, under the 
heading “Junior Church, Fountain City, Tenn.,” 
that 


“The Junior Church, organized in 1946, is one of 
the only two such groups in the whole Southern 
Presbyterian Church.” 


We wonder if this is true? Are the churches at 
Fountain City and Montgomery (Savannah) the 
only churches in the whole denomination with 
Junior Church congregations? 


The Montgomery Church has had a Junior 
Church for four years, and at times the attendance 
has been nearly equal to the regular morning ser- 
vice of the Chapel. 


Surely there are other churches in the South, 
such as these. We would like to hear from some of 
them. 


Sincerely in Him, 


W. S. Beardshaw. 
P.S. We are enjoying “The Journal.” 


EDITORIAL 


“That They All May Be 
One” (John 17:21) 


I do not believe that Jesus in this great prayer 
was thinking of the outward organization of the 
Church. He did not “organize” the band of disci- 
ples. It is true that they had a treasurer, but he was 
a thief. He appointed no “chairman,” or head of 
the body of believers either before or after His 
resurrection. If Jesus had felt the need of their 
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being ‘“‘one” in any outward way He would have no 
doubt attended to this during the forty days He was 
with them, 


No! The Unity which Jesus prayed for was a far 
different, and a far more vital matter—a Spiritual 
Unity which was of paramount importance. 


1. It was a Unity of Life. They were to be in 
Him as He was in the Father, for they were “born 
again;” born of the Spirit of God, and had thus 
become the children of God. They had received 
Him, and in doing so had the power, or right, to 
be the sons of God. This union is like that of the 
Vine and the branches; the life-giving sap flows 
through the branches from the Vine, and the Church 
also is a living organism. 


2. It was a Unity of Loyalty to Him; we might 
call it a Unity of Belief. Why did Jesus ask the 
Great Question of His disciples? Because it was 
necessary that they believe in Him, and be loyal to 
Him, the Christ, the Son of the Living God. They 
were His disciples, and they were to be His wit- 
nesses. 


3. It was a Unity of Love. The “Love where- 
with thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.” They were to “love one another.” It was 
said of the early Christians by their enemies, ‘See 
how these Christians love one another!’ Here is 
the tie that binds all members of the Body of Christ 
together. They were to continue in His love. 


I am sure that we are putting the emphasis on 
the wrong thing in much of our thinking and 
working in these days. The Great Need of the 
Church is not a superficial and often meaningless 
oneness of organization, but a Unity of Heart and 
Belief. I believe that all members of the Real 
Church, the Invisible Church, have this sort of 
Union. Personally, I feel that I have this union 
with many of the brethren in the Northern Church, 
in Methodist, Baptist, and other branches of the 
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Church. Belonging to different regiments in the 
army does not keep Christians apart, 


This prayer of Jesus can never be answered by 
any external “getting together’ of denominations. 
If we have real unity, the kind Jesus was praying 
for, we do not need the other, and if we do not 
have it, then our so-called Union will be a farce 


and sham. —J.K.P. 


A Wistful 
Backward Look 


There are multiplied straws in the wind to show 
that many thinking and honest liberals are dissatis- 
fied and uneasy. Many of these good men, victims 
of training and reading which have moulded their 
thinking and beliefs into a compromised faith, have 
found their ministry woefully unproductive. They 
find their time taken up with programs, movements 
and activities which only too often lead up a blind 
alley of futility. 


These men have been taught—and they continue 
to read—that faith in a completely inspired and 
authoritative Bible is intellectually and morally un- 
tenable, and in such degree as they have accepted 
this thesis they find themselves powerless against 
the spiritual problems of those to whom they min- 
ister, 


Now, in many quarters, there are those who are 
casting a wistful look over their shoulders, a look 
that is coupled with a faint suspicion that just 
possibly the Bible is what it claims to be and that 
a ministry founded on anything other than a knowl- 
edge of, trust in and use of the Book is a ministry 
built on the quick-sands of human wisdom and not 


on the Rock. 


Within the week we have seen three evidences 
of this uneasiness, even wistfulness, and to us it 
suggests the soul-stirring hope that America and 
the world may yet be spared the spirit-shriveling 
theological intellectualism which largely destroyed 
the power and the witness of Protestant Christianity 
in Europe. 


Religion in Life is an erudite Christian journal 
published quarterly by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
and edited by men, many of whom are outstanding 
theological liberals. The Spring, 1953, issue con- 
tains a twelve page article by John Pitts, M.A., 
Ph.D. (London), pastor of the First Welsh Pres- 


byterian Church of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, en- 
titled, “Conversion: Its Nature and Necessity.” 
This article is about the work of Evangelist Billy 
Graham and is both appreciative of its effectiveness 
and questioning as to the necessity for and validity 
of “decisions for Christ.” There is one paragraph 
which is of more than passing significance: 


‘From the standpoint of what goes by the 
name of ‘modern theology,’ Billy Graham is 
hopelessly out of date (at least, that is what 
many among us think). Do the allegedly out- 
moded doctrines that he believes and teaches— 
verbal inspiration, substitutionary atonement, 
everlasting punishment, and the like—have 
overmuch to do with persuading his hearers to 
“accept Christ?” And if so, does that mean 
that a large number of Americans, otherwise 
passably well educated, are theological illiter- 
ates as well as spiritually immature?” 


That faith in and preaching of the great historic 
doctrines of the Christian faith do have both a vital 
and a final effect on one’s ministry is a fact only too 
few are willing to face. If one leaves out those 
doctrines derived from God’s divinely inspired and 
revealed Word—the sinfulness of man, the vicar- 
ious, substitutionary atonement, the certain eternal 
punishment of the lost, and the like, then what 
Gospel is there to preach? 


Recently this note of warning has been sounded 
by Dr. Bo Giertz, a bishop of the Swedish State 
Church in, “A Message to Evangelical Christen- 
dom.” 


‘Apostasy from the Word occurs only when 
one ceases to concern oneself with it. The de- 
cisive apostasy is when one no longer accepts it 
as the very Word of God. The treacherous 
thing is that one can read and expound it in 
a way to deny its divine character, with an 
attitude of superiority, as if one were capable 
of deciding what could be accepted and dis- 
carded. 


“It has pleased God to present us with the 
Scriptures just as they are. He has chosen just 
this form in order to talk with us. To every 
one who will listen, He speaks authoritatively 
and clearly of the origin of life, concerning the 
meaning and end of world history, concerning 
the state of man, the reality of sin, His holy 
law, and concerning salvation through belief 
in Jesus, without giving us therewith a scien- 
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tific account of the world which our human 
investigations make unnecessary. 


“What would a Bible look like which, at 
every era and every point, would completely 
agree with the scientific picture of the cosmos? 
Every scientific world picture is condemned 
to be overtaken and supplanted. Of the last 
results of science only a barest fragment will 
be, in two generations recognized as truth. The 
divine truth is eternal, never passing away. It 
is not on the same plane with the results of 
human research. Therefore has God left it to 
human reason to study things which are capable 
of being studied. So far as it goes, we can try 
to fit together the single pieces into the great 
puzzle-game of science and to build up our 
knowledge of nature and history. But our 
knowledge of God is no result of human re- 
search or of our speculations. It is a fruit of 
the revelation of God in history, itself given 
us by God and keeping its validity for all time.” 


The central aim of this Journal is to witness to the 
fact that one’s attitude to the Word of God has the 
gravest possible effect on one’s witness as a Chris- 
tian. It is our conviction that scholarship must first 
be reverent and then critical. When it is Critical 
first there is grave reason to believe that it cannot 
be Spirit-taught and unless the Holy Spirit is the 
teacher the Bible is a closed book. 


We have recently been reading, “4d Man of the 
W ord,” a delightful story of the life of that greatest 
Biblical expositor of our century, the late G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Dr. Morgan was a man saturated 
with the Word, he gave his entire ministry to a 
study of the Book and teaching it far and wide 
and what a power for righteousness he was! Yet 
living today are tens of thousands who rise up and 
call him blessed, because he imparted to them a 
glimpse of the beauty and the power of a complete- 
ly inspired and authoritative revelation from God. 


We believe there is a searching of heart taking 
place in many quarters today, an uneasy questioning 
as to whether the “assured findings of modern 
scholarship” are really so assured after all. In fact, 
some are beginning to question the “scholarship” 
which has wrought havoc with God’s Word and 
its clearly affirmed truths. 


Can it be that the old paths are also the true 
paths? —L.N.B. 


A Conscientous 
Contender 


“We were bold in our God to speak unto you the 
gospel of God with much contention.’ Thus the 
Apostle Paul declares his position with reference 
to the gospel. By reason of his loyalty to the truth 
it was inevitable that he should contend against 
error. It is impossible to be for something without 
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being against something. It is possible to be for the 
right thing in the wrong spirit, but it is impossible 
to justify a wrong position by maintaining a right 
spirit. The physician might be extremely courteous, 
and entirely sincere, but if through error poison 
were prescribed the end would be the same for the 
patient—death. Speaking in love is not enough. We 
must speak the truth in love. One could scarcely 
accuse the Apostle Paul of being guilty of a wrong 
spirit, but neither did he compromise with error at 
any point. He was zealous for the truth, but it was 
a zeal motivated by love, for he knew that only 
through the truth might men be free. He refused 
to give an inch to the Judaizers, saying: “Jf any 
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed.’ Yet the love of 
his heart could cause him to say of the Jews, “J 
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh.’ He could rebuke the church at Corinth for 
her sin and slothfulness, but in love he besought 
them “by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” to 
examine their own hearts to see if they were truly 
in the faith, He would not condone their sins nor 
their errors, yet when resentment became apparent 
he could say, “I will very gladly spend and be 
spent for you: though the more abundantly I love 
you, the less I be loved.’”’ To be true to truth is 
not to evidence a lack of love, for it is the love of 
the truth and the love of those whom the truth 
shall free that causes men to stand alone, if need 
be, for the truth. Men who receive not the love 
of the truth are given over to believe a lie that they 
might be damned (II Thes. 2:10-14). A conscien- 
tious Christian must be bold in God to speak the 
truth with much contention and with much love. 
This was the spirit of the Apostle Paul whose wis- 
dom came not from man, but from Jesus Christ, 
and in whose heart the love of God had been shed 
abroad by the Holy Ghost. —H.L.L. 


Who Wins? 


Who wins, the Church or Jack Benny? The 
Church or Amos and Andy? The Church or Bergen 
and McCarthy? The Church or the Drive-In 
Theater? 


During the past month, on two different occa- 
sions we have been in two of our Southern cities 
on Sunday night. In each case the ‘First’ and other 
larger Presbyterian churches were all CLOSED, 
but, the movie houses were open and, we presume, 
a lot of Presbyterians sat at home watching their 
television sets or listening to their radios. But this 
situation is not confined to these two particular 
cities, rather it is wide-spread over our Southland. 


It is not easy to write this and it is not written 
in criticism of anyone. But, ministers, church officers 
and church members all need to stop and face a 
solemn fact. If the present tendency in our churcl: 
continues we will ultimately surrender to secu- 
larism. 
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The church should be a brightly lighted, happy, 
warm and attractive place on Sunday night. To see 
it closed and dark while only a block or so away a 
theater has a line of people queued up to see the 
latest feature is something to bring sorrow to the 
Christian’s heart. 


There is no time comparable to Sunday night for 
a vital and forceful evangelistic message. But, to 
have no message at all sounding forth from the 
pulpit while the screen and the air are filled with 
secular wit and humor, and worse, is a situation 
which should drive Christians to their knees. You 
elders; you deacons; are you sharing in this con- 
spiracy against the Church’s rightful witness in 
these days? 


We Presbyterians sometimes become irked at our 
Baptist brethren because of their strong denomina- 
tional emphasis. It might be more profitable for us 
if we followed their example when we see them busy 
about their Master’s business, with churches bright 
and alive on Sunday nights and many of them filled 
to overflowing to hear urgent messages on salvation. 


Brethren, this is no trivial matter. Are we 
Southern Presbyterians willing to surrender to the 
creeping paralysis of secularism? In some places we 
have already done so. This is no time to see what 
others are doing but rather a time to discuss the 
matter in various church meetings, in the Session 
and with the Lord on our knees. 


If the sacredness and sanctity of the Sabbath is 
to be retrieved, if the influence of the Church is to 
be truly felt, if the message of the Gospel is to be 
effectively preached, then churches have no right to 
be closed on Sunday night—they need to be open 
and they need joyous and living singing and preach- 
ing to bring in men and women and boys and girls. 


The writer is not a preacher and he does not 
understand many of their problems, but, as he sees 
things now he would open the church on Sunday 
night and preach a sermon if he were the only per- 
son present. 


And we believe that if this much emphasis was 
placed on the Sunday evening service it would not 
be long before people would be sobered into a reali- 
zation of its importance and begin to come. 


As we promote the work of Church extension 
we will be wise to consider at the same time the 
problem of Church extinction. ‘Too many of our 
“great” and “influential” and “historical” churches 
are closed when they should be open; where there 
should be a bright-shining light of witness in a sea 
of worldliness and secularity the lights have gone 
out, 


A church closed on Sunday night is an unwar- 
ranted and a tragic concession to a generation more 
anxious for ease and entertainment than for the 
things of the Spirit. It is a concession we make at 
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tremendous loss to ourselves and to the spiritual 
witness and impact on our communities. 


Who wins? The answer rests with the Church. 
Who wins? IN. 


A Dynamo In The 
Mountains 


That is the title ascribed to Edward O. Guerrant 
by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith after reading the biog- 
raphy of this great “Apostle To The Southern 
Highlanders” written by J. Gray McAllister and 
Grace Owings Guerrant. 


This book has made a profound impression upon 
all who have read it. It should be in the hands of 
every Christian worker—certainly it should be read 
by every Southern Presbyterian. 


Replete with thrilling incidents in the life and 
work of one of our Church’s greatest soul winners, 
there is material for talks on Evangelism and many 
other Christian activities. Young people will find 
help here in the preparation of their programs. 


The Journal has purchased all the copies of the 
book remaining for sale, and will give one as a 
premium for two new subscriptions, or copies may 
be purchased at $1.50 for paper bound, postpaid. 


Now here is an opportunity to get at least two 
new Journal readers, and to possess a valuable 
book without cost. 


RADIO 


FACING THESE DAYS 
A Commission For Christ 


SYNOD’S EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
WEEK OF MARCH 29 


Synod Speaker 
North Carolina .......... Dr. Thomas A. Schafer 
Ce Rev. Robert E. Smith 
Rev. J. Russell Cross 
Missiesineg£ Dr. J. Reed Miller 


Check Local Station For Time 
Produced In Co-operation With 
DIVISION OF RADIO & TELEVISION 
BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 


By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


The article published under the above caption 
in The Journal is available in booklet form 
postpaid at the following prices: 10c per single 
copy; $1.00 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hun- 
dred copies, or $35.00 per thousand copies. All 
prices quoted are postpaid. Let us have your 
order at once as our supply is limited. 
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ANGLERS 
Lesson One 


By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men 


(This is the first of a series of suggestions for 
personal evangelism. Next week, Lesson No. Two 
will deal with the “Ways and Means,’ or “The 
Tackle.’ No. Three, “Where to Fish.”) 


Now as He walked by the sea of Galilee, He 
saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a 
net into the sea: for they were fishers. And 
Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men. Mark 
1:16,17. 


Our Lord, Himself, is authority for likening soul 
winning to the art of catching fish. Both of these 
activities require persistence and patience, and above 
all a sincere desire to “‘land the catch.”’ 


Dealing with “first things first,” there must first 
be the sincere desire. Most earnest Christians have 
at sometime wished they might win a soul to Christ, 
but dismissed the thought because it seemed to be 
out of their reach—‘‘not suited for it,” “‘never did 
it,” “wouldn’t know how to go about it,” “might 
cause embarrassment,” and often there is one of 
Satan’s own suggestions: “I might do more harm 
than good!’’ Such excuses prevail because the desire 
is not strong enough to overcome them and make 
the effort. Now there is just one thing to do right 
here, and that is to pray. Ask the Lord to give you 
the strong desire; and if you do not desire that 
strong desire, ask Him to give you the desire to 
have the strong desire. Just keep going down until 
you reach bottom. Start from scratch. You may 
depend that prayer will be honored, and you will 
find yourself possessed of an earnest longing that 
you may make the effort to do this the most vital, 
the most necessary, the most impelling service our 
Lord ever challenged His servants to engage in. 
And the most satisfying and rewarding! 


Having gotten a real desire, the next step is to 
look for the ways and means. These are not hard 
to find, for He is right at hand. He is the Holy 
Spirit. He will give guidance, power and success. 
That is His business, to guide you in the way and 
furnish you with the means. He has been waiting 
long for you to ask Him. In John 15:26, Jesus told 
His disciples, “But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will send unto you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from _ the 
Father, He shall testify of me.’ 


I have had such a strong desire to catch a Rain- 
bow Trout that I have waded for miles up and 
down a plunging mountain brook, over slippery 
rocks, in peril of breaking a leg or an arm, indeed 
slipping and falling time and again, casting here 
and casting there, all day long, until so dead tired 
1 would nearly drop in my tracks, even without 
slipping. One might think that would be enough, 
but next morning you would see me out again on 
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the same quest. O yes, there can be an impelling 
desire to catch a fish. 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or otherwise, in soul win- 
ning, tell it in a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. If it is 
used in the ANGLERS series, you will receive 
the Testament promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


“Calvin Said...” 
(On The Precedence Of 


Doctrine Over Experience ) 


“Let us also learn hence, carefully to consider 
and meditate upon whatever benefits we _ receive 
from the hand of God, that they may prove so 
many supports for the confirmation of our faith. 
The best method of seeking God is to begin at His 
Word. Afterwards there is added experimental (so 
to speak) knowledge.’* 


It is popular today to play down the importance 
of doctrine and play up the importance of religious 
feeling or experience. Sometimes you will hear it 
said that doctrines are of less importance than how 
a man feels about God. At other times, you may 
hear it said that doctrines are a product of—or the 
fruit of—man’'s religious experience. Man meets 
God face to face, and out of that meeting and ex- 
perience (which presumably anyone may have on 
any street corner or in any quiet place or in any 
foxhole) comes the material from which man fash- 
ions the fabric of his conception of God, or religious 
truth and of religious values—in short, his doctrines 
and dogma, 


It may seem to be a quibble about words and ir- 
relevant ideas to say that the popular notion at this 
point is seriously mistaken. But the issue is not un- 
important. If doctrine—religious truth—precedes 
religious experience and, in some sense, has some- 
thing to do with producing a religious experience, 
then the tenets of faith, the contents of Scripture 
and the doctrines of the Church become highly im- 
portant. If, on the other hand, the religious ex- 
perience comes first, then, in a sense, it makes no 
difference what you believe. Calvin clearly saw the 
issue and, in his insistence upon the primacy of the 
Word, met it. Said he, 

“In this clause (‘by believing and by those that 
know the truth’) Paul defines who they are whom 
he calls ‘believers,’ namely those that have a knowl- 
edge of sound doctrine; for there is no faith but 


from the Word of God.’’** 


*From the Commentary on Genesis 48:15. 
(Italics mine). 
**From the Commentary on | ‘Timothy 4:5. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Anti-Diluvians 


(This is the seventh in a series of articles by 


J. V. N. Talmage, B.E.) 


The Bible: A Chain 
Or A Fly-Wheel 


One of the two best books on the paleo-Indians 
(ante-diluvians) of America is called “Early Men 
in the New World.” It was written by Dr. Kenneth 
Macgowan of the University of California. It is 
extremely unfortunate that in America as in Eu- 
rope leaders in prehistoric research are motivated 
by philosophical dogma, and the professor is no 
exception to the rule, for he rejoices that men have 
been emancipated from a Bible-ridden world. But 
just what freedom does he find? Freedom to con- 
struct mutually contradictory systems of speculative 
dating bona fide prehistoric stone industries and 
associated human fossils? On pages 88-89 of this 
interesting book we note that there has been in the 
passing years a very strong trend to increase the 
alleged long span of prehistoric time, and one gets 
the vivid impression that the greatness of the “schol- 
arship’’ of these experts depends largely on their 
ability to manipulate data so as to date archeological 
finds earlier than their scholastic rivals. This is the 
glorious freedom from the chains of the Bible! It 
is extremely dificult for me to understand how 
religious leaders accept the dictum of such “‘scholar- 
ship” in preference to the Bible. 


Up to the present, Bible-trusting Christians have 
been forced by lack of reliable information to ig- 
nore these attacks. When data was insufficient this 
was decidedly the best policy, but with the multipli- 
cation of data and the unscientific use of it by anti- 
Christian forces, the time has come for more aggres- 
sive action by Christian forces against the vulnerable 
artificial systems of the opposition. We have every 
advantage on our side, for we have the great fly- 
wheel of the Bible to keep our thinking steady. 


There are two problems for us, Finpinc THE 
Data and Datinc THe FInps. 


Finding the data is easy in one way and difficult 
in another. We will not need to conduct great and 
expensive expeditions, for this has all been done 
by the prehistorians. They have shown marvellous 
skill and courage and great patience in gathering 
vast stores of facts, and they have been as a rule 
exceedingly careful in recording them accurately. 
The reports are, however, not easy to find, for 
they have been recorded in periodicals with a limited 
circulation, and when these are noted in books it is 
only a selected few that agree with the writer's 
theory. 


Dating the finds is usually connected in one way 
or another with those well authenticated oscilla- 
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tions of arctic and warm climates of northwest 
Europe. The pivotal question is, “With 
OF THE MANy OscILLATIONS WAS PREHISTORIC 
MAN CONNECTED?” Was it with long glacial and 
interglacial periods alleged to have lasted from 
200,000 to 400,000 years for the pair? Or was it 
with the small stadia and interstadia of the last 
glacial period, which apparently averaged about a 
thousand years more or less? Prehistorians of 
“greater scholarship” connect man with those long 
ylacial and interglacial cycles, thus mankind be- 
comes from 600,000 to 1,000,000 years old. Pre- 
historians of lesser scholarship, sometimes dubbed 
“conservative” connect mankind with both the long- 
er glacial periods and the shorter stadia and so stone 
age man becomes somewhat younger, “only” 200,- 
000 to 400,000 years of age. But if we connect man 
with those shorter stadia and interstadia alone, the 
age of mankind would hardly reach 10,000 years. 


Thus the reader can see from a scientific stand- 
point that the primary need of Christians is to study 
carefully the nature and number of the smaller 
stadia of the last glaciation, remembering that we 
cannot afford to make scientific mistakes in order to 
‘prove’ the Bible. Thank God there is no necessity 
for faulty unsteady thinking on the part of those 
who have the “fly-wheel.” 


A Living Investment 
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© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
« Military Training for Reserve Commissions 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Living God 


Background Scripture: Matthew 28. De- 
votional Reading: John 11:17-27. 


Philosophy deals with Theories; the Bible deals with Facts. 


Philosophy is man-invented; the Bible is 


God-Inspired. Three of the greatest Facts of the Bible are, ‘he Creation, The Incarnation and The Resur- 
rection; they are also three of the greatest Miracles: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth;” “The Word was made flesh; “He is not here; He is risen.” Today we study the great Fact of the 
Resurrection. | would like to begin our study with the question Jesus asked Martha “Believest thou this?” 


(John 11:26) It is a tremendously important ques- 
tion. He had come to the home of Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus; their brother was in the grave; Mar- 
tha had rather reproachfully said, “Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I 
know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee.’ Thus, in Martha’s 
words there appeared a ray of hope; her faith was 
still clinging to Jesus. Jesus said to her, / am the 
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live, and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Then 
comes the all-important question, Believest thou 
this? 


It was a great question for Martha, whose broth- 
er was lying in the grave, and whose heart was 
breaking; it is a great question for us. Many of our 
loved ones are in their graves; we will soon be 
with them, unless Jesus comes before we die. Do 
we really believe in the resurrection of the body? 
There is a vast difference between belief in Im- 
mortality, and belief in the Resurrection and there 
has been much confused thinking along these lines. 
| have heard sermons which were supposed to be 
Easter sermons, sermons on the reality and meaning 
of the Resurrection and which were discourses on 
Immortality. Now, many people believe—more or 
less hazily—in Immortality, the continuing life 
after death, who do not believe in the Resurrection 
of the Body which is so plainly taught in the Scrip- 
ture. Jesus raised Lazarus’ body from the grave; he 
came forth bound in grave clothes; Jesus’ body 
came forth from the tomb, not merely His spirit; 
the grave was empty; and He promises that He will 
likewise raise our bodies. All who are in their graves 
shall hear His voice and come forth. As we saw in 
the last lesson, many bodies of the saints which 
slept came forth when He was crucified. In _ his 
classic chapter on the Resurrection—/ Corinthians 
15—-Paul gives an exhaustive study of this subject, 
and goes fully into the proof, the nature, and the 
importance of it to the believer. Our bodies will 
be changed into spiritual bodies, but they will be 
the same bodies. Our Catechism puts it this way: 
“At the resurrection, believers, being raised up in 
glory, shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted 
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in the day of judgment, and be made perfectly 
blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity.” 
In the Creed we say: “I believe - - - in the resur- 
rection of the body.” “Believest thou this?” 


Let none of us have only some vague and hazy 
idea about Immortality, but let us have a firm and 
full faith in the glorious Fact of the resurrection of 
Jesus, and our own rising again from the dead: 
“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him - - - wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words.”’ (Read and ponder these 
verses in | Thes. 4:13-18). There is both comfort 
and sustaining power in these marvelous truths re- 
vealed to us. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ve steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord,” exhorts the Apos- 
tle at the closing of his great chapter, I Cor. 15. 
Belief in the Resurrection has a tremendous effect 
upon our daily life and work. 


I would like to treat this lesson under three 
heads: (1) A glorious Fact, (2) A Foolish False- 
hood and (3) A Great Commission. 


l. A Glorious Fact: 1-10. 


The simplicity of the story with its clear evidence, 
makes the proof thoroughly convincing to all ex- 
cept those who “will not believe; who have an 
“evil heart of unbelief.” 


The women who came early to the sepulchre had 
no idea but that His body was still there, for they 
came to anoint his body. The disciples had fled, 
overwhelmed, confused, completely disheartened ; 
they did not come even until the startling message 
reached them. This is a complete answer to the 
silly story that the chief priests later concocted. 
Both the women and the disciples were completely 
taken by surprise, and it was difficult to convince 
them of the truth of it. (Read the account of 
‘Thomas in John 20:24-29). Even Mary Magda- 
lene did not recognize Him at first but thought 
that he was the gardener, and said, ‘“te/] me where 
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thou hast laid him.” They were not seeking a liv- 
ing, risen Saviour, but were looking for the body 
of the Master Whom they loved. It was hard for 
them to believe until completely convinced. 


The great earthquake and the rolling away of 
the stone give another proof of the truthfulness of 
the evidence. This was the problem which confront- 
ed the women as they drew near the sepulchre; 
Who will roll away the stone? Both the stone and 
the seal were but bits of paper to the angel who 
came and rolled away the stone. The keepers, as 
was natural, became as dead men. 


Then came the message of the angel: “Come and 
see - - - go and tell.” First, see for yourself that it 
is true then go and tell others. Here, in but few 
words we have what has been called “The Making 
of a Missionary.” Its first application was to the 
‘“sood news” about the resurrection, but we can 
easily enlarge its scope to include the whole gospel 
message. “Come and see’ was the invitation to the 
two disciples of John (see John 1:39), and it has 
been His Invitation ever since, come and see all 
about Me from the Cradle to the Cross, from the 
Incarnation to the Resurrection, thoroughly in- 
vestigate, then gladly surrender your life and your 
all; then ““Go and Tell.” Here we have the Great 
Invitation, and the Great Obligation. 


‘There was the mixture of “fear and great joy’ 
in the hearts of the women. How natural this is! 
We too should approach the open sepulchre with 
fear and great joy. There is the supernatural ele- 
ment which inspires us with “fear,” as we see the 
almighty power of God, and then when the full 
meaning of it dawns upon our minds, we are ready 
to shout for joy. 


Jesus Himself meets the women and repeats the 
message of the angel; “Go and tell my brethren 
that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see 
me.’ 


ll. <A Foolish Falsehood: 11-15. 


When one examines this story which the chief 
priests bribed the soldiers to tell, the foolishness of 
it is very evident. We have already seen one proof 
of how silly it was when we noted the condition 
of both the women and the disciples; neither were 
in any shape mentally, physically or morally to un- 
dertake a robbery of the tomb. To any fair investi- 
yator, it was “out of the question” as we say. 


Then the part of the story about “while we 
slept’: that was about the last thing a Roman 
soldier would do, for he knew the penalty of sleep- 
ing while on duty. They promise the soldiers to 
“persuade” the governor and secure you. 


III. The Great Commission: 16-20. 


This is a very familiar part of the Gospel, and 
is the basis for the Missionary movements of the 
Church. 
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The eleven disciples obeyed the command of 
Jesus to go to a mountain in Galilee. There were 
still some who doubted, and all had to be thor- 
oughly convinced before they were ready to preach 
and to face persecution and even death because they 
preached a risen Christ. There are several parts to 
this “Great Commission” as it is usually called. 


1. ‘he Foundation for these “Marching Orders” 
is found in the declaration of Jesus: “All power 
(authority) is given me in heaven and in earth - - - 
Go ye therefore.” Jesus has the right to issue these 
“orders” for He is the Captain of our Salvation, 
and the Commander-in-Chief of the army of the 
Lord. For some symbolic pictures of this see Reve- 
lation 6:2, and 19:11-16. He gives us power, or 
authority, for we are His “ambassadors,” and an 
ambassador is clothed with the authority of the One 
Who sends him. 


2. Our Business: “Go ye therefore and teach 
(make disciples of) all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” We are to be “My Witnesses” as He 


calls it in Acts 1:8; “Witnesses unto me.” 


The first part of our work might be called the 
teaching, or enlightening side. Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, and 
How shall they hear without a preacher? Preach 
the Word, says Paul. We believe that the business 
of the ministry is not to perform some ritual or 
ceremony, but to teach and preach. This was cer- 
tainly the way Paul understood it. We appeal to 
the intellect and feelings, but not through some 
pageantry, but by the simple presentation of the 
vospel message. 


The second part of our work is to get people to 
make a decision; a confession of their faith. This 
comes out in the part about “baptizing them.” 
What hinders me from being baptized, asked the 


-eunuch of Philip. If thou believest with all thine 


heart, thou mayest. This is openly confessing Christ 
as Lord and Master. We are to persuade men to 
accept Christ as He is oftered to them in the gospel. 


Then there is further teaching to observe all 
the commands of Christ; what we sometimes call, 
building up believers in their most holy faith, or in 
other words, feeding the flock over which we are 
overseers, | 


3. The Concluding Promise: “Lo, I am with 
you even unto the end of the world.” 


Our Living Lord is our Great Companion as 
we go forth to witness for Him. When Paul and 
Barnabas returned from their journey they reported 
what the Lord had done “with them.” 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ | 
for the use and benefit of said company.” | 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 5 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Christ To The World 


WorsHIp PROGRAM: 
Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal!” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” 
Scripture: Psalm 72 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The 


Nations” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

The message of the Christian faith is the mes- 
sage of an Easter morning; of an empty tomb that 
speaks with eloquence that exceeds all words; of 
triumph complete over death, hell and the grave 
through the power of a risen Saviour. To a world 
dying in sin, overcome with sorrow, there comes 
a message of hope through which “life is ever lord 
of death,” and in which men of all nations may 
rejoice. Before Calvary Jesus had made an ap- 
pointment with His disciples, saying, “After I am 
risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.” To 
keep that appointment He walked through the val- 
ley of the shadow alone; He “endured the cross, 
despising the shame,” and in radiant triumph met 
His followers in Galilee. At that meeting He gave 
them a commission: “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world.” ‘Three 
responsibilities were laid upon the shoulders of the 
chosen few and are found in the work of the church 
until this hour. The first will be presented by speak- 
er number one. 


First Speaker 

The disciples of our Lord were sent to warn men 
of the wrath to come that they might flee the ap- 
proaching judgment and find refuge in a risen 
Lord. No matter where you look in the Bible, 
whether in the Old or New Testaments, the preach- 
ers and prophets of God are assigned the task of 
warning men that God will pass judgment upon 
evil and that in judgment He will destroy. God’s 
message to men is one of solemn warning. Through 
Noah warning was given concerning the coming 
flood. Men would not heed and were destroyed. 
Lot was told of the judgment that would befall 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and though he warned his 
family to flee, the greater part remained and were 
destroyed. The message of the prophets was ever 
thus: “Repent! Turn ye! Turn ye! For why will 
ye die, O house of Israel?” John the Baptist cried 
out to the multitudes: “Repent! Repent! for the 
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kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ He warned them 
of One who would come to judge the world, who 
would separate the chaff from the wheat, and pass 
judgment upon men. Christ came preaching: “Re- 
pent! For the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ He 
warned of coming judgment when there would be 
a separation of the sheep from the goats, when men 
would be cast into “outer darkness, where there is 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.’’ The 
apostles went forth, calling men to repentance, de- 
claring that God had ‘appointed a day in which 
he would judge the world in righteousness,” plead- 
ing with men to be reconciled to God. Any message 
today that does not sound a warning in the ears of 
men is not the message of Christ to the world. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a lit- 
tle.” Surely. the world must be warned concerning 
the wrath to come, and we must call upon them to 
repent and receive the living Saviour into their 
hearts by faith. Christ’s first utterance in His pub- 
lic ministry was “Repent!” But there is another 
responsibility that Christ has placed upon the 
Church. Our second speaker will place it before us. 


Second Speaker 


We are not only to warn; we are to witness. As 
men are called upon to repent; to turn from their 
sins; they must be pointed to the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world. Jesus said, 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” The very heart 
of the Bible message is found in the simple state- 
ment of good news that “Christ died for our sins, 
and rose again for our justification.” When men 
are warned of impending judgment for sin, they 
must be told of the way of escape. We are to bear 
witness unto a sin-cursed, dying world, that Christ 
is the way of deliverance. A true witness is not one 
who manufactures information as he goes along, 
nor does he present opinions of what might or might 
not be. A true witness tells what he knows that is 
factual and true. We are called to bear witness to 
the facts of the gospel, pointing men to Him who 
is able to save unto the uttermost. John the Baptist 
was called a “burning and shining light,” but his 
light was focused upon the Lamb of God, for he 
“came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe. He was 
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
light.”” So are we to shine as lights in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation, bearing witness 
to the glorious truth that “Christ died for our sins!” 
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Our responsibility is as wide as the world, for 
Jesus said that we are to warn and witness unto 
the uttermost part of the earth. But what is the 
real purpose of our bearing the message of Christ to 
the world, calling men to repent and believe? Surely 
there must be a definite goal; a real objective. Per- 
haps our third speaker can enlighten our minds at 
this point. 


Third Speaker 


Paul speaks of becoming all things to all men 
that by any means he might save some. Our goal 
is to win men to Christ. We do not simply tell the 
facts as an impartial witness with no heart for the 
case. Constrained by the love of Christ we beseech 
men to be reconciled to God! We do not simply 
set before them the truth of coming judgment, and 
the truth of deliverance from judgment through the 
redemptive work of Christ, and then say, in effect, 
‘Take it, or leave it. I’ve told you the truth; now 
do as you like about it.” “No! No! We bear wit- 
ness to the truth, trusting that God, through the 
Holy Spirit, will bear witness to men’s hearts that 
what we have said is true; that He will convict of 
sin, righteousness, and judgment, and draw men 
to the blessed Son of God. We plead with men .to 
turn from sin and its bitter wages, death, that they 
might find life through His name. We sow “‘be- 
side all waters,” bearing the precious seed with 
tears in our hearts for the souls of men, trusting 
God to give an increase. “He that winneth souls 
is wise.”’ and no man will win others who has no 
burden for them, who has no love in his heart. O 
that God might give us a love for the souls of men, 
that we might win them to our Saviour! It is said 
of our Lord, that “having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them to the end.”’ He 
commended His love toward us in that while we 
were yet sinners, He died for our sins. And to His 
own He said, “Love one another as | have loved 
vou.” He loved the lost! He loved us when we 
were yet in sin! If we would love as He loved, we 
would warn and witness that we might win men to 
believe and follow our risen Saviour and Lord. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Let us for a moment imagine ourselves in that 
little band that gathered one day in Galilee to hear 
the parting words of Jesus. Our hearts are filled 
with mingled joy and pain, and with firm resolve. 
There is pain because we doubted; joy because He 
did not fail, and resolve that we might obey His 
every instruction. We listen carefully—But only 
one command is given! Go! Go! Warn! Witness! 
Win! Go! “ ... and lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” With His com- 
mand ringing in our ears, and His love filling our 
hearts, we have no choice but to obey, carrying the 


Word of Christ to the world. 


You Are Invited To The Fifth Annual 


REFORMED MINISTERIAL INSTITUTE 
May 19-22, 1953 


A Refresher Course For Ministers 


Sen in Eschatology, Missions, and Covenant The- 
ology. 


a Periods on current problems, and preaching 
clinics. 


Faculty: Professor John Murray, of Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary; Rev. William A. MelIlwaine, D.D., 
Missionary of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. to 
+ aa and the Rev. J. Marcellus Kik, of Little Falls, 
Cost: $12.00 plus $3.00 registration fee. 

Location: Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


For information or registration write: 


REV. RAYMOND E. COMMERET 
Kirkwood, Pa. 


Conducted by the Westminster 
Alumni Association 
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Women’s Work 


Week Of Spiritual Enrichment 
March 29 - April 5, 1953 


A Time Of Reflection 
And Rededication 


This week marks the end of one church year and 
the beginning of another. It is a good time to take 
inventory of our lives and plan an aggressive move 
into the future. The following questions and sug- 
yestions are oftered as an aid to thoughtful, prayer- 
ful self-examination. 


Do | Know More Asour THe Biste than | 
did a year ago? Has it become a part of my life? 
Do I read and study it regularly? Have I taught 
it to my children, or encouraged its use among my 
family and friends? Beginning now, I determine, 
with God’s help, to open my eyes and my heart to 
the matchless teachings of His Word, and to do 
my best in helping others, also, to grasp its value. 


Is Prayer More MEANINGFUL To Me than it 
has been before? Have I experienced the satisfac- 
tion of answered prayer? If not, why not? Maybe 
| need to learn more about prayer by praying more. 
It is possible to experience the presence of God 
every hour of every day. Many are doing this. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if I could be one of them! 
Some things I can do to help; attend the regular, 
weekly Prayer Meeting of our Church; join a 
neighborhood, Bible study-prayer group; borrow 
one or more of the fine devotional books available 
in the Church Library. It is possible that, by doing 
these, I would find just the guidance I need. 


How Asout My Worsnip Hasits? Am I 
regular in my church attendance? Do I try to help 
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my children to understand and appreciate the church 
services? Do we have regular, family worship in my 
home? If not, what better time could there be for 
us to begin than right now at the Easter Season? 
There are books and leaflets that will help us get 
started if I inquire at the Church Office or visit 
the Library. How do we spend Sunday in my home? 
It would be wonderful if it were a Family Day— 
everyone going to Sunday School and church to- 
gether, a story hour for the children, a nice walk, 
or making a visit together. There are so many fine 
things that we could plan ahead to do, and then 
Sunday would cease to be a problem with us and 
become a joy. 


Wonpver Wuat THE NEIGHBORS THINK OF 
Me? Do they know I’m a Christian? They should 
—but maybe I’ve been living so that they can’t 
quite tell. When I am with a crowd do | do what 
I know to be right, even though it may be hard, 
and not popular with the group’? I must never for- 
get that someone, maybe a young person, is always 
watching me to see what my decision will be. Do 
I call on strangers, shut-ins and people in sorrow? 
Is there someone who might be waiting for ME to 
invite him to accept Christ as his Saviour and unite 
with His Church? If I should “let him down” and 
not ask him (or her) — QOh, what a dreadful 
thought! 


THE Power | Neep to be the kind of a person 
| should be comes only from the risen Christ. I 
Can Have Tuis Power if I really want it! 


Witt Give THESE SUGGESTIONS A FAIR 
‘TRIAL. 
—Margaret (Mrs. J. K.) Fancher. 


Tell A Woman! 


We often hear “If you want news spread, tell 
a woman.” Today Church Women have News that 
must be spread. We have news of the most valuable 
Possession in this world, Christ Jesus and Salvation 
through faith in Him. Christ is a Possession Whom 
sharing will not harm. The more He is shared, the 
more precious He becomes. The more He is talked 
about, the dearer He grows. Yet, so many people 
do not know Him. They need to hear of the avail- 
ability of this Great Possession for every soul, but 
How? 


Tell A Woman! 
Every Woman Tell 
A Woman! 


We could—but will we ?—-live up to a woman's 
reputation and ‘TALK, yes, TALK FOR CHRIST. 


A customer was asked by a store clerk, “How 
did you hear about our specials for today?” “That’s 
easy,’ she replied, “Mrs. Brown saw the bargains 
and bought some. She phoned Mrs. Green about 
them. Mrs. Green called to me over the back fence 
and asked me to come shopping with her before the 


PAGE 12 


bargains were all gone.” Something akin to this is 
the way Women Cou Lp spread the News of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, Do THE Work or EvAn- 
GELISM, if you please. A friendly, personal interest 
in an individual, a phone call, a ride along in a car 
may help someone to find our Christ. 


In store parlance we are told that ‘Good mer- 
chandise, properly displayed, plus an alert, courteous 
and helpful attitude on the part of the salesperson 
toward the customer usually means a sale.’’ Church 
women have the Goop MERCHANDISE, the Gospel 
with all it can mean in a life. Is Ir Property Dis- 
PLAYED! Check the counter of your own life. Far 
too many women seem ashamed to show their Chris- 
tianity in conspicuous places. Some display theirs 
as stores show seasonal goods. Others seem to rele- 
gate it to the inner recesses of their being where 
nobody can see that they have the Genuine article, 
if they do. We should be making sales for Christ. 
We can find no fault with the Merchandise. Trou- 
ble must be with the display or the salesforce!! If 
we, Church Women, really want others to have 
this Gospel of Reconciliation and Love we must 
become an alert, courteous, friendly and helpful 
salesforce, properly showing and talking our WAREs, 
the comfort, help and joy it brings to a heart and 
home, its great value for today and every day and 
its everlasting qualities. We must make people see 
that Christ with His glorious Gospel of Redemp- 
tive Love and Grace is the one indispensible Posses- 
sion for every household. 


Make A Sale! 
Every Woman Make A 
Sale For Christ! 


What an impetus! What an exhileration!! What 
a momentum would gather to the great work that 
the Church longs to do, winning souls for the bless- 
ed Lord, if every woman would tell another woman 
of Jesus and His power to save, if every woman in 
the Church would make one sale, win one soul for 
Him!! Truly nothing brings a thrilling thrill like 
ringing up a SALE for Christ and His Church. Try 
it! I dare you!! 


Talk Christ 


Have you not a word for Jesus? 
Will the world His praise proclaim? 
Who shall speak if ye are silent, 

Ye who know and love His Name? 
You whom He hath called and chosen 
His own witnesses to be, 

Will you tell your gracious Master, 
“Lord, 1 cannot speak for Thee.” 


A leather-bound copy of THE TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN without cost. See 
ANGLERS on Page 6. 
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Assembly's Training School 
Proves To Be A Blessing 


Degollado 41, 
Zitacuaro, Mich. 
Mexico. 

Dear Friends: 


One of the many blessings the Lord has given 
me, was the one of being at the Assembly’s T rain- 
ing School. It was a great opportunity that calls for 
a great service. | am sorry | have not been able to 
do it as I should. 


For a few years, after | came back from the 
States, | worked as General Secretary of Women’s 
Work, in my own Presbyterial. Afterwards | 
worked in the Literature Committee of the Mis- 
sion. Now I am teaching in the High School. 


Even if I cannot give my full time as a Church 
worker, I try to help the best I can. I have a class 
of about 45 young girls in Sunday School. I have 
been appointed Chairman of the Spiritual Life 
Committee, in the Church. | am working with a 
group of Children in Child’s Evangelism. I am also 
the Secretary of Women’s Work in my Church. | 
am cooperating with the Presbyterial and the Sy- 
nodical by preparing Bible Studies for them. 


I try to serve in any opportunity I have. I know 
I am doing very little, but I also know, that the 
Lord is able to bless even that. 


I hope that every Friendship student will enjoy 
the true friendship and Christian love you will find 
at the Assembly’s Training School which I will 
never, never forget. 

—Eufemia Manjarrez. 


The Greatest Book 


Dr. Frank C. Laubach—‘Yen million people a 
year are learning to read. You and | want these 
new readers to have the Holy Bible as their first 
book. And they'll get it. Because sincere Christians 
like you will help the American Bible Society print 
those Bibles in their languages and get them to new 
literates. It’s this world’s top investment in God’s 
sight.” 


General Ivan L. Bennett, Chief of Chaplains of 
the Department of the Army, ““Che American Bible 
Society is the approved and budgeted agency of our 
Churches for the production and distribution of 
Scriptures in the vernacular tongues of the mission 
fields, including poor, bleeding and suffering Korea. 
The dollar for Bibles, when channeled through the 
American Bible Society, suffers less discount in 
overhead expense, gets to its destination more 
promptly, serves more efficiently and stays on the 
job longer.”’ 


Dr. John R. Mott—“! do not know of any other 
Society touching the life of those countries I know 
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(and they number eighty-three) more deeply and 
at more points than your Society.” 


© = © 


Gifts sent to the American Bible Society, 450 
Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y., will help to 
get the Word out to the hungering multitudes. 


A New Family Of Leaflets 


For Women 


The Division of Evangelism of the Board of 
Church Extension has just issued a new family of 
leaflets on ““Women To Women For Curist’— 
The series is most attractively compiled of four 
leaflets—one each written by the following women: 
Mrs. Donald W. Richardson, Richmand, Va.; Miss 
Katie Lee Monk, Sebring, Fla.; and Mrs. W. B. 
Ardrey, Jr., Fort Mill, S$. C. A fourth leaflet con- 
tains a message from the Secretary of the Division 
of Evangelism to the Women of the Church on the 
important theme ‘““Women to Women for Christ.” 


These messages will enlarge the vision of women, 
alert us to our daily opportunities, and suggest “the 
how” of witnessing to women for Christ. 


The packet of ““Women to Women for Christ” 
leaflets may be had free upon request to the Board 
of Church Extension, 712 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia. 


Church News 


The Ministers’ Lecture Series At 
Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
May 11-15, 1953. 


Evening Lectures: “Pastoring in the Present 
Day.’ By Dr. Harry V. Richardson, Atlanta, Ga. 


Bible Lectures: ““God and the Human Problem.” 
By Dr. Harry Moffett, Gastonia, N. C. 


Morning Class: “Psychology Applied in the 
Minister's Life and Work.” By Dr. Samuel F. 
Franklin, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Afternoon Class: “Evangelistic and Enrichment 
Program.” By Dr. James M. Carr, Atlanta, Ga. 


OPEN FORUM LEADERS 


Tuesday, May 12: “The Ordeal of the Christian 
Church in China.” By Dr. Irving Yuchang Lo, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Wednesday, May 13: “The Session and the 
Minister.” By Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., Atlanta, 
Ga. 
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A Ministerial Institute 


The Fifth Annual Reformed Ministerial Insti- 
tute sponsored by the Alumni Association of West- 
minster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa., 
will be held at the Seminary May 18-22, 1953. The 


following courses will be given: 


The Doctrine of the Covenant: An Historical 
and Biblical Theological Study by Professor John 
Murray of Westminster Seminary. 


Implications of the Great Commission: A study 
of the missionary imperative in the light of mis- 
sionary experience and present conditions in Japan, 
with its application of the work of pastors in this 
country, by the Rev. William A. McIlwaine, D.D., 
missionary of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
to Japan. 


Historic Reformed Eschatology, by the Rev. J. 
Marcellus Kik, pastor of the Second Reformed 
Church of Little Falls, N. J. 


Discussion periods on “Calvinism and the Race 
Problem” and “Hymns Proper to Public Wor- 
ship,” together with two preaching clinics, round 
out the program. The cost is only $12 plus $3 
registration fee. Information may be obtained from 
the Rev. Raymond E. Commeret, Kirkwood, Pa. 


Pray For China's 
Liberation 
The following is copied from a letter from Miss 


Helen Willis dated Shanghai, Jan. 20, 1953. Pa- 
rentheses added by Rev. M. A. Hopkins, D.D. 


“People speak encouragingly of improved con- 
ditions since a year ago. There is a young man here 
back from the border of Tibet where he and his 
wife are working. He speaks of promise of revival 
all through China. Jonathan (Chinese teacher and 
writer) tells me of good work among the Friends 
in Nanking, and conversions at Luho. He himself 
is busy with teaching and writing. | am much en- 
couraged by the increased sales of literature, which 
I feel is a good sign. Yesterday some one was in 
from Kashing, Chekaing, with a list of books, and 
took back with him almost half of the different kinds 
we have. (She handles only sound evangelical 
books). I have heard that there is a good and ear- 
nest spint in the United Bible Schools, and the 
Bible is upheld. Thirty students graduate shortly, 
and 40 more in the spring, leaving only 32. I had 
hoped to meet Edna (mutual Chinese friend), but 
she is busy teaching. Mr. Mortensen (of China 
Bible House) is leaving this week (already in 
Hongkong), the last of the missionaries waiting in 
Shanghai. His friends say they hope to see him 
back in a year.”” PRAY for the LIBERATION of 
CHINA in 1953! Nothing impossible with GOD. 


—— 


- If you would ithe | to got a TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN without money, see ANGLERS 
on Page 6. 
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“Dogmatic Theology” 


By William G. T. Shedd. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Volume I. Price $4.95. 


Dr. Shedd stands out as one of America’s fore- 
most exponents of the Reformed Faith. His “‘Dog- 
matic Theology” has blessed the ministry of many 
preachers of the gospel. Its lasting value is attested 
by the fact that it was first published more than 
a half century ago but still there is a growing de- 
mand for a republication. 


While in the theological Seminary Shedd was 
taught the system of theology called ‘““Old School” 
as distinguished from the “New School” divinity 
taught at other institutions of the East. He retained 
this position throughout his career. Although his 
early training was in the Congregational Church, 
he became a Presbyterian through conviction. He 
served at one time as minister of the Brick Church 
in New York City. He espoused the doctrine, polity, 
and confessional consciousness of the Presbyterian 
Church and promoted it with great enthusiasm. 
For twenty-eight years he taught theology in the 
Union Theological Seminary in New York City. 


William G. T. Shedd was never intimidated by 
what is called “the latest thing out.’’ He believed 
in the importance of having time to verify truth. In 
this connection he wrote, ‘““That which has verified 
itself by the lapse of time, in the course of experi- 
ment, and the sifting of investigation is commended 
as absolute and universal truth to the individual 
mind and history bids us to believe and doubt not 
but that which is current merely; that which in the 
novelty and youth of its existence is carrying all 
men away; must stand trial, must be brought to 
test, as all its predecessors had been. Towards the 
opinions and theories of the present, so far as they 
vary from those of the past, the historical mind is 
inquisitive and critical and skeptical, not for the 
purpose, be it remembered, of proving them to be 
false with the generous hope of evincing them to be 
truth.” 


The general type of doctrine in this work is the 
Augustino-Calvinistic. Dr. Shedd illuminates the 
Reformed Faith with remarkable power and with 
dexterity of pen. 


There will doubtless be critics of this work who 
will say that Shedd has been too much influenced 
by the Patristic, Medieval and Reformation peri- 
ods and does not show enough respect for more 
modern theology. Shedd anticipated this criticism 
and wrote, “It is my conviction that there were 
some minds in the former ages of Christianity who 
were called by Providence to do a work that will 
never be outgrown and left behind by the Chris- 
tian church; some men who thought more deeply 
came nearer to the center of truth upon some sub- 
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jects than any modern minds. It would be diff- 
cult to mention an intellect in the eighteenth or 
nineteenth centuries whose reflection upon the meta- 
physical being and nature of God has been more 
profound than that of Anselm; whose thinking upon 
the Trinity has been more subtle and discriminating 
than that of Athanasius; whose contemplation of 
the great mystery of sin has been more compre- 
hensive and searching than that of Augustine ; whose 
apprehension of the doctrine of atonement has been 
more accurate than that formulated in the Creeds 
of the Reformation.’ The author felt that too much 
attention given to modern theology tends to thin- 
ness and weakness. 


Volume One contains first of all, a theology in- 
troduction in which the author points out the na- 
ture and definition of theological science. This is 
followed by a section on bibliography in which the 
author elaborates upon the Reformed view of reve- 
lation and inspiration. The closing section contains 
nine chapters on the doctrine of God. The chapter 
on “The Divine Decrees”’ is especially illuminating. 
There are many fine statements in this chapter. 
Take this one as an example. “God’s consciousness 
differs from that of His rational creatures in that 
there is no succession in it. This is one of the dif- 
ferentia between the Infinite and the finite mind. 
For God there is no series of decrees, each separated 
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from the others by an interval of time. God is om- ; 
niscient, possessing the whole of His plans and 
purposes simultaneously. ‘All things are naked and 
opened’ to His view in one intuition. God is im- 
mutable and therefore, there are no sequences and 
changes of experiences in Him. Consequently the 
determinations of His will as well as the thoughts 
of His understanding are simultaneous, not suc- 
cessive. In the formation of the Divine decree, there | 
are no intervals; but only in the execution of it.” 


Dr. Shedd finds reprobation to be the antithesis to 
election. He writes, “If God does not elect a per- 
son, He rejects him. If God decides not to con- 
vert a sinner into a saint, He decides to let him 
remain a sinner. If God decides not to work in a 
man to will and to do according to God’s will, He : 
decides to leave the man to will and to do accord- 
ing to his own will... When God effectually oper- 
ates upon the human will, it is election. When God 
does not effectually operate upon the human will, 
it is reprobation and he must do either the one or 
the other . Election is the expression of the 
Divine mercy; reprobation of the Divine justice.” ( 


In a day when there is a renewed interest in J 
Theology, we are grateful that Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House has again made this work available. 


-—John R. Richardson. 
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